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Living the Dream
When I was growing up if someone had asked me what I would do when 

I was older, I would have said that I would direct and own a summer 

camp. Today, I feel fortunate that I was able to follow my dream, and 

feel even luckier that I am able to do it with all of you. There are so many 

reasons why I truly am “LIVING THE DREAM,” and I am constantly 

humbled by the very special work that I get to do with all of you.

I AM INCREDIBLY GRATEFUL…

1.  To wake up each day in such a beautiful place! We are surrounded by views of Trout Lake and 

the breathtaking Adirondack Mountains. 

2.  To see campers grow from year to year, to watch them develop their love for camp and build 

incredible, lifelong friendships.

3.  To welcome new campers into our Walden family: to see their faces when they try 

something new and fall in love with camp for the first time.

4.  To work with incredible staff. Each year we get to know new staff from around the world and are lucky to have staff  

who return each summer. We get to mentor them, watch them grow, and even follow them on their incredible journeys.

5.  To not only grow others but to grow myself: Learning from the incredible people around me, spending valuable time  

with staff at Tristate, and each year committing to being better than I was the year before.

6.  To connect with our amazing network of Alumni - they keep our traditions alive and embody the heart of Walden. 

7.  To give the gift of camp by providing scholarships to deserving campers here at Walden. I also so value the work  

we do with Morry’s Camp, and watching our camp community come together to raise money for this exceptional  

not-for-profit program.

8.  To build an intentional and inclusive community where we take care of one another, look out for each other, and embrace 

each other as we are. 

9.  To work with the best camp families. You are all so supportive and we are so grateful that you value tremendously  

all we do to make each summer the very best for our campers.

10.  To belong to a community that is spirited, fun, and overflowing with endless energy, excitement, and love.

Every summer is a new opportunity, for me and for all of you. I don’t take this opportunity for granted, and I am  

grateful to spend each day making sure Summer 2017 is the best one yet. Thank you for helping me live my dream,  

and for sharing it with me everyday. 

 With love from Mark, Julia, Michael and me,
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You will often hear many of our campers and staff say they live “10 for 2”. That is, they wait 10 months a year for the 2 

months they get to spend at Walden with their camp friends. Since 1980, when the bunks were yellow and the camp was 

flat (ok, I am kidding on that one), my “2” have also been spent at this most amazing place. As a child, from Freshman to 

CIT, I used to count down the days until I was able to return to my favorite place with my favorite people. For the last 

21 years, my “10” have also been spent in the Walden world, hiring the most amazing staff out there! In those 2+ decades 

I have interviewed thousands of staff applicants from around the globe. This summer we will undoubtedly have the most 

qualified and caring people in camping! From our bunk staff to activity specialists, to support staff to health care staff 

to leadership staff – we have a team of people who are passionate about caring for children and who are fun, talented, 

and skilled as well. The 2 prerequisites for working at Walden are that every staff member must deeply love children and 

everyone must be a good role model. We have 240 of those people this summer! While we have so many amazing people 

with diverse backgrounds in camping and childcare, WE’D LIKE TO DO A ROLL CALL OF JUST A FEW FOR YOU...

My name is Gina (Check!)I teach English as a Second Language (Check!)I am pursuing my Master’s degree (Check!)
And I will be a Group Leader this summer! (Check her out!)

My name is Matthew (Check!)

I am graduating from university in May 

(Check!)

I’ll be pursuing my M.A. in Higher 

Education Administration this fall 

(Check!)

And I will be an Assistant Group 

Leader this summer! (Check him out!)

My name is Taylor (Check!)

I’m originally from Las Vegas but 

now live in Bradenton, Florida 

(Check!)
I am a Marketing student (Check!)

And I will be your Basketball 

Coach this summer!  

(Check him out!)

My name is Shannon (Check!)

I will be your videographer at Walden this 

summer (Check!)

I’ll be a senior at university in the fall 

(Check!)
And I’m excited to film footage of your 

programs and activities this summer! 

(Check her out!)

Roll call, cha boogie, cha cha cha boogie!

Gina Tremaglio Matthew Warren

Taylor Royal

Shannon Stoudemire

Galit Nickin, who will be graduating with her Bachelor’s degree in 
Architecture in May

Sara Rivera, who will be graduating with her teaching degree in 
Elementary Education this May

Jess Brownstein, who will be pursuing a Master’s degree in  
Counseling starting Fall 2017

Lynn Horn, who recently earned her specialization as a Certified  
Lactation Counselor in addition to her RN degree and will soon be  
starting her own LLC/business

Zack Berg, who has accepted a two-year teaching job in Punta Cuna, 
Dominican Republic

Laura Fraser, who will be graduating from Boston University with her 
Master’s of Education in School Counseling in May

>>> Calling all campers, staff, and alumni! Let us know  
what great things are happening in your world.  

Email robyn@campwalden-ny.com with milestones, accomplishments, 
news, and more and you may just pop up in the next newsletter!

SHOUT OUTS!

Roll CallRobyn s‘
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“I am so excited to see my 
2011 Sophomore Girls as LITs 

this summer!”

Deidra VanLith

“I am most excited to come 

back to Walden for 3 reasons: 

Camp is my daughter’s favorite 

place in the whole world, I get 

to be a part of the campers’ 

summer at Walden, and I get to 

work and laugh with the Health 

Center Staff!”

Jackie Mabrouk

“After a year away from 
camp, I am so excited to 
work on tennis staff and 

meet lots of new people!”

Jared Fishman

“I am excited to come back 

to camp and relive all of 

my favorite activities and 

traditions but this time  

with a new perspective as a 

staff member!”

Peri Shechtman

“I can’t wait to come back 
home and make new 

memories as a COUNSELOR!”

Alexa Brody
“I can’t wait to be back at 
Walden and to experience 

Color War again!”

Erin Richards

“I can’t wait to return to Walden because of the unparalleled spirit around camp…and to beat Lorne Sederoff in ping pong!”

Josh Black

“I had to come back because 

of how much I missed my 

second home.”

Adam DeMay

“I’m excited for some friendly 
competition on Boys Camp Sports days!”

Jake Levine

“I am most excited to reconnect with my best friends in the 
world: my camp friends, co-

staff, and campers!”

Daniel Stern

“I’m most excited to be able 

to feel that Walden magic 

that I get every summer I 

spend at camp!”

Zach Finn

“I can’t wait to be back at Walden 

because even though I was only 

gone for one summer, I missed 

the spirit and community.”

Spencer Kaplan

After some time away from camp, we are excited to welcome back an outstanding crew of 

returning staff members! We asked each of them what led them back to Walden for Summer 2017:

“I’m so excited to reconnect with 
the people, campers, and the 

place that has been my summer 
home for the last 4 out of 5 years 
– and to get my 5 year jacket!”

Steph Zarakas

“Returning to Walden was an easy 

decision because while traveling 

last summer I felt so camp-sick, 

and I wanted to come back to the 

place where I feel such happiness 

from campers and staff.”

Simon Pepper

“I am so excited to make my campers’ summers as amazing as my counselors made mine when I was a camper.”

Rachel Gideon

All roads lead back to WaldenAll roads lead back to Walden
Welcome Home!Welcome Home!
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Our Leadership Team is counting down the days until they are  

with all of you! When we met with them in March, they shared where 

they can always be found during the summer months…

LORNE:
Boys Head 
Counselor

ERIN:
Assistant Boys Head Counselor

DAN:
Teen/CIT 
Coordinator

ANGE:
Younger Girls Head Counselor

JON:
Boys Division 
Head

LAURA:
CIT Coordinator/Older Girls 
Division Head

ASHLEY:
Older Girls 
Head Counselor

HAYLEY:
Younger Girls Division Head

JESS:
Activity/
Program 
Coordinator

“creating daily spontaneous 

fun and excitement for  

Boys Camp.”

“on the waterski dock, cheering on my Younger Boys as they ski 
for the first time!”

“on the Rec Hall stage during 

evening program, leading the 

camp in my famous ‘Dan Dan’ 

dance move!”

“sitting with the Younger Camp Girls, giggling as they share their daily accomplishments 
and silly stories.” 

“on the upper courts and 

fields, playing every sport 

possible with anyone who’s 

up for the challenge!” 

“in a bunk on Girls Camp, 
blasting the latest Beyonce 
song and hanging out with 

my girls!”

“listening, laughing, and 

sharing moments and 

memories with the Older 

Camp Girls.”

“dancing and goofing around at evening activities with all of Girls Camp! #thewobble”

“on a mission to gather all of the 

materials I’ll need for the next 

exciting evening activity – or 

singing on the Rec Hall stage!”5



WATERFRONT
It’s easy to see that Waterfront is best,

From banana boating to Sombrero rides –  

we’re obsessed!

There’s always more to see and do, 

Try a kayak, paddleboard, or take out a canoe.

Grab a buddy and jump right in,

Float around in a tube, or go for a swim!

If you’re looking for adventure, climb the  

Jungle Joe,

Or head to the slide – how fast will you go?

We can’t wait to help you learn to ski,

Plus wakeboard and kneeboard – you’ll LOVE all 

three!

Hop on a boat, set sail with your friends

Down at the lake, the fun never ends!

So join us at the Waterfront – don’t forget your sunscreen!

There’s no better place to be in Summer 2017!

Counting down the days,

Susan, Lucie, and Rory
(Waterfront Director and Assistant Waterfront Directors)

ADVENTURE

At the top of the mountain you’ll find a wall,

It’s great fun to climb and 30ft tall,

Then swing through the air with a smile on  

your face,

For an adrenaline rush there’s no better place,

Next up is Archery: arrow and bow,

Fire it and watch how far it will go.

If it’s speed you’re looking for then  

Go-Karts are near,

Or just jump on your bike, we have it 

all here.

You can hop on a Mountain Board 

and fly down the hill, 

Whatever you choose there’s no 

standing still.

Head up to Adventureland, the fun’s 

always here,

It’s the best place on camp and that 

seems pretty clear!

See you soon,

Hannah, Lucy, and Alex

(Head of Ropes and  

Assistant Heads of Ropes) 

ARTS
Need a place to let your creativity flow?
Craft, sing, dance, even put on a show!
Work together, or on your own if you choose,

Find your passion for the arts, you can never lose!

Use your imagination and let it take you away,

The possibilities are endless, each and every day.

Perform with others, be part of our fabulous shows,

Tie dye and bracelets are the best, everyone knows!

Come on up and see us, now don’t be shy,
We’re the best place on camp, you’ll definitely see why!
We can’t wait,
Jodi, Jill, and Kelli 
(Drama and Art & Hobby Directors) 

ATHLETICS
Whether on the fields or on the courts,

Is there anything better than Walden 

sports?

Tennis lessons with your friends,

Or Baseball and Softball - the fun never 

ends!

Exciting hockey games where you’ll score a goal,

Gymnastics where you’ll tumble and roll!

Learning from Mike to kick a soccer ball,

At Volleyball “that’s mine!” you’ll call!

Playing Lacrosse under the sun,

Could shooting layups with friends be any more fun?

Those early morning runs and CrossFit with Dimitar,

The all-day tournaments that will make you feel like a star!

It’s clear to us that Athletics is tops,

Where the action and excitement never stops!

See you on the courts and fields,

Donald and Emerson (Athletic Directors)

There are so many exciting activities to do at camp that some days … it’s hard to choose! We asked our Activity Directors to share why they feel they work in the best areas on camp. We’ll let you decide who comes out on top!
 And the 
Nominees Are...

Susan

kelli

hanNah

LUCIE

alex

jill

emerson

RORY

jodi

donald

lucy
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YES  
WE DO!
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“Kids, laughter, love and care, safe and calm, a place to share,We see it all, and love what we do, we feel so lucky to take care of all of you!Whether it’s sniffles, a rash, or a place to crash, we’ll make you feel better in a flash!Children are our lives, and kindness we embrace, who wouldn’t love such an amazing place!?We love our summers, our time for new memories and fun,We can’t wait to see all of you under the Walden sun!”

My love for Walden is deep!  
I started working at Walden last summer 

and loved my days as a Physician 

at camp. My kids attended camp as 

well, and I found Walden to be like a 

second family. The Health Center staff 

is exceptionally smart and spirited. 

We are always ready with the best 

medical treatments, many hands to 

hold, and plenty of shoulders to lean on. Walden campers are special, 

always thankful, and appreciative of our time. I’m “that mom” who can’t get 

enough of her kids, and I love to carry over that care and attention to the 

campers at Walden. I can’t wait to return this summer!

See you soon,

Dr. Emily

Camp Walden has been  
life-changing for my family.  
I get to work with amazing 
nurses and fabulous physicians, 
an incredible medical center 
administrator, and a dedicated 
nursing assistant. I love my job at Camp Walden because every day, whether I’m in the Health Center or around camp, I’m with my camp family. We are committed to treating campers to the highest of standards. This will be my eighth year at Walden, and I can’t imagine being anywhere else!
Living 10 for 2, 

Nurse Catie, RN

To say that I am excited to come to camp would 
be an understatement - there is truly something magical 
about camp life and I am honored to be a part of that! I 
love working with children (and, lets be honest, getting the 
opportunity to act like a big kid myself sometimes) and as a 
night shift nurse at the Lawrenceville School in my daily life, I 
am joyfully anticipating waking up with the sun, breathing in 
the the pine scented air, feeling the summer sun on my face, 
and immersing myself in the laughter, traditions and “family” 
that await me at Walden this summer. I am so looking forward 
to building relationships with all of you (staff, counselors and 
campers alike), learning about where you all are from and 
what brought you to camp, experiencing first-hand what makes 
Walden special, and creating lovely memories. A few quick 
things that you need to know about me - I will always have a 
ready smile and an ear to listen if you need me, my daughter 
Kai is my entire world and I am excited to share her with you 
as a new camper this year, and lastly - I am a mom through 
and through, so if I call you “sweetie face” and fix your 
collar as you walk by... that’s just me! Thank you so much for 
welcoming me into the Walden world. 

Warmly,

Nurse Kenya, RN

Our Health Center team is made up of the most caring, nurturing, Nurses and Doctors who can’t wait to take care of you this summer! Get to know some of our amazing health professionals as they share with us why they are so excited for the summer ahead.

By DawnMarie Custer, RN 

on behalf of the Walden 

Health Center Team

Let’s Give the Health Center 
a Round of Applause!
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MEET 
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MEET 
Nurse Kenya



“I am excited to work in the Walden 
Health Center to experience the fun 
and energy camp life brings! I am super 
excited to meet the campers and staff at Walden. 
I love adventure and can’t imagine a better way 
to spend the summer. I can’t wait for camp! 
See you there, 

Nurse Diana, RN

I am looking forward to being part 
of the fun and great energy at Camp 
Walden. I can’t wait to be with all of the 
campers and staff I haven’t seen in 2 years, 
to see my daughter in her 5th year with her 
summer family, and to work with all of the 
outstanding nurses and doctors! 
Just a few more months, 

Nurse Jackie, RN

I’m so excited for this summer at 
Walden! I’m looking forward to keeping 
kids happy and healthy so that they can 
have an amazing summer at camp!
Can’t wait!

Nurse Miriam, RN
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MEET 
Nurse Miriam

MEET 
Nurse Diana

MEET 
Nurse Jackie

I’m so excited to work as a 
nurse at Walden this summer! 
Growing up, my husband and I never 

experienced summer camping for 

ourselves, but have so many friends 

that have and speak about it with 

such passion. We are over the moon 

excited to be able to provide this 

experience to our two children, Piper 

and Cooper, so that they can each have a fun and exciting childhood 

to fondly refer back to in their memories. On top of that, I am excited to get 

to work with an amazing healthcare team in an environment that I have 

heard from so many is totally STELLAR! I am a firm believer that teamwork 

makes the best experiences in life. To have the opportunity to be a part of the 

Walden healthcare team is a new experience that I am ready to give my all 

to! Lots of giggles, hugs, and smiles await! 

The countdown is on,

Nurse Lisa, RN

MEET 
Nurse Lisa

I love working at Walden! It means so much to 

me to be a part of such an exciting, energetic, and 

loving environment where the goal is to have fun all 

summer long! I love being in the Health Center for so 

many reasons that I had to create a list!

 1.  The nurses and doctors are the smartest and 

hardest working crew! I am so fortunate to 

be surrounded by such a caring and talented 

group of medical staff.

 2.  The campers are truly wonderful! I love seeing 

their smiling faces walk into the Health Center 

for a hug, cough drop, daily meds – whatever 

the case! I love getting to know them all, and 

look forward to seeing how they change and 

grow each summer.

 3.  Daily life at Walden is always a surprise! 

Every day is unique, from waking up to the 

sunshine, watching morning line-up, and 

witnessing the day’s events unfold – everything 

runs so efficiently, it’s amazing! It really feels 

like everyone at Walden collectively has 

accomplished another fantastic day once  

lights are out and campers are asleep.

 4.  The scenic view is not too shabby! I love to 

open those double doors of the Health Center 

to see the most beautiful view of Trout Lake.

 5.  The location of the Health Center is the best! It’s 

a welcome reprieve from the sun in the center 

of the hustle and bustle, and I love that so many 

staff and campers will stop by, say hi, and cool 

down from a busy day full of activities.

See you soon!

Carla,  
Health Center Administrator

MEET 
Carla



In March, some of our Leadership Team and Group Leaders attended the Tri-State Camp Conference, 
sponsored by the American Camping Association. This three-day conference hosts thousands of camp 

professionals and provides an opportunity for our team to prepare for the summer ahead with incredible 
educational sessions, speakers, and workshops. After the conference, we came together to share our 

favorite takeaways and discuss how to apply them to our summers at Walden. We also participated in fun 
teambuilding activities and leadership training. It was incredible to spend time with our passionate camp 

leaders, brainstorming as a team and developing amazing programs and ideas for Summer 2017.

TRI-STATE
CAMP CONFERENCE
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It was great to see so many of you at the NY Gathering in March!  

The countdown is on until we are all together at Walden this summer!
Spring Gathering
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Spring Gathering
FUN WITH FRIENDS
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ASAP: Book your hotel room for Visiting Day

April 15th: Register for Camp Trucking

May 1st: All Camper forms are due

May 1st:  All required Walden gear should be 

ordered from Everything Camper

May 15th:  US families – Mountain Meds 
registration due

June 1st:  Register for your phone calls  
and emails 

Important
Reminders!

As the countdown for camp continues, make sure to post your favorite Walden photos on 

Wednesdays and hashtag #WaldenWednesday. You might just appear in our next newsletter!!

Calling All Alumni!

We had such a wonderful  

time at last year’s 

ALUMNI REUNION!  

We can’t believe how the 

past year has flown by! 

If you have any photos 

from the Reunion, please 

send them to  

fun@campwalden-ny.com

Camp Walden  Put up your Walden W’s! Who’s ready to be taking in this view in just a few short months? #hikeswithfriends #CampWaldenNY #WaldenWednesday

Camp Walden  likes this....

Hunter McLaren  All smiles from the 

guys after summiting Aroostasha! 

#WaldenWednesday #Aroostashasha

Camp Walden  likes this....

Camp Walden  There’s nothing like 
a sunset over beautiful Trout Lake 
#12824 #WaldenWednesday

Camp Walden  likes this....

Camp Walden  April showers bring…
us closer to spending sunny days 
together at our home away from home! 
#WaldenWednesday #hurrysummer

Camp Walden  From Cleveland → Diamond 
Point! #WaldenWednesday #campfriends

Camp Walden  likes this....

Matt Lynch  From Cleveland → Diamond 

Point! #WaldenWednesday #campfriends

Camp Walden  likes this.... Chloe Conrad  Peace, love, Cocoa Pu� s 

& Shaving Cream! #WaldenWednesday 

#takemeback

Camp Walden  likes this....

Click here to  
see our BRAND 
NEW Video and 
Video Shorts!

LET ME SEE YOUR #WALDENWEDNESDAY… WHAT’S THAT YOU SAY???#WaldenWednesday
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