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I WAS HERE...

The summer of 2014 was one in which we set out to leave our mark 
and to ensure others knew that “we were here”. We saw first-hand growth 
in ourselves and in the people around us.  In order to build our intentional 
community it was first and foremost due to the effort of an incredible staff 
that cared so deeply. We constantly reminded them of the wonderful 
opportunity they would have to leave a positive imprint on the lives of 
our campers. We guided them to inspire others with their enthusiasm, 
their kindness and their thoughtful actions. It was amazing to see just 
how much they put into this place and how incredibly meaningful it was 
to see the impact that they made and the transformative experience they 
helped to provide. 

As the summer progressed, we challenged our campers as well to 
make a positive difference in the way they treat others and to look closely 
at the mark they are leaving at camp and in the world.  Just as we asked 
our staff to share with us how they are leaving their mark, we invite our 
campers to do the same. How have you left your mark 
at Camp Walden? How are you making your mark in 
the world? How has Camp Walden left its mark on 
you? Please send all responses to fun@campwalden-
ny.com – we would love to hear how you’re making 
a difference!  

With lots of love from Mark and me, 

I WAS HERE...

Owners / Directors

Camp Walden has taught me to always be even, kind and fair to my campers and my co-staff while challenging me to 
continually raise the bar on how I take care of kids. I am grateful for these experiences and now spend my time and energy 
passing them along to others. I have taught my campers that there are always times for fun but also times to be serious and 
responsible when the situation calls for it. I try to set an example for other staff by being flexible and having a great time with 
kids from all different age groups. 
- Justin Short

My experience at Camp Walden has completely changed my entire perspective on life. I’m more open to different things 
and meeting people who are different from me. I also feel like I give a part of myself to Camp Walden through the art I 
teach kids as a ceramics counselor. Some kids have never used a pottery wheel or have never been in a ceramics class, 
and I’m able to open up their minds and introduce them to new experiences. 
- Henny Harmon

The unconditional love that engulfs you when you step within the confines of Camp Walden is difficult to 
summarize in words. Lauren Bernstein has created a culture where you are allowed to truly be yourself without 
holding back. When you’re given this gift, it allows you to blossom as a person and amazing things come out of 
it. Some might say that I’ve left my mark on Camp Walden, but that mark doesn’t come close to how significant 
Camp Walden has been in teaching me to love every person the way they are. Thank you Camp Walden. 

- Dan Whelan
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Staff Freakout
Instead of doing 

homework, I 
procrastinated 
and took a freak 

out picture. 
– ANDREW

We’re freaking out  beach style.– Dan Dan & Chloe

I’M Freaking out 

 in the raiN!  

–ANNA

We’re freaking out 

all the time. 

 – Jon, Shorty,  

Matt, & B

We are freaking 

out in our onesies. 

– Jen & Emily 

(LITS)
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I’m freaking out in my very own living room. – SARA

We are freaking 
out thinking about 

how awesome next 
summer’s plays are 

going to be! –Jodi & Chris

My signature freak out…

showing my students 

how it’s done! 

– Laquan

I’m Freaking out 

all the way in 

australia! 

– Monique 

I’m freaking out because  I can’t be with all of you.– Meggie
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LOUNGE

New 

Bleachers

 
LODGE

Dear Lounge, 

I know we’ve never met and I am only half built, but I’ve been dreaming about 

standing in your shoes ever sinc
e they poured my foundation, and I wanted to take 

a minute just to let you know how much I admire you. I know I’ve got a long way to 

go, and I am going to have a few different spaces than you did, but it has been 

my lifelong dream to be as loved as you ar
e when I’m 83 years old!

83 years old… WOW! I can’t believe you’ve seen Camp Walden change and grow for 

that long…that must have been pretty exciting! And I heard from the Dining Hall 

that you’ve changed quite a bit over time! You’ve worn so many hats…from game 

room to library to office and lounge; you were always the place where everyone 

wanted to be! Let’s be honest, there isn’t a building that is more loved than you. 

You had ping-pong tables, the camp store, the mailboxes and most importantly…

the canteen for when people needed a sn
ack!

I know that I could never be the same building that you were, especially since yo
u 

were the original, but I am excited to take on the challenge. As an LIT (I like 

to think of myself as the Lodge in Training), I was told that there will be a few 

changes and upgrades to how I will function. I will have to learn how to support 

office operations and comfort those that are under the weather. But make no 

mistake – as far as I am concerned, I am all about being a canteen! I can’t wait to 

serve snacks and host lounge time filled with tons of laughter, fun and games.  

The Stone House said that it’s going to be pretty difficult to follow in your 

footsteps but since they are building me in your very own location, I truly feel 

that I have a great shot at becoming something pretty amazing. I hope that 

when I’m 83 years old, I’ll be able t
o say that I brought as many generations of 

Waldeners as much joy and as many snacks as you have
. 

I’m looking forward to all of the new memories that will be made and friendships 

that will be formed within my walls. Of course the campers, staff, alumni, and 

all the other buildings will miss you very much. But don’t you worry – we’re saving 

pieces of you and I will personally make sure that they are well displayed so 

everyone will always remember how special you are. 

Thank you Lounge, for all of the wonderful memories.  Please know that this 

exact spot will always be the heart of Camp Walden, full of love and laughter for 

generations to come.  If you have any advice,  

please let me know. You know where to find me.  

Your LIT (Lodge in Training),

 The Lodge
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“Love Runs Out” 

 by One Republic

“Wiggle” 
 by Jason DeRulo feat. Snoop Dogg 

“Classic” 
 by MKTO

“Rather Be” 

 by Clean Bandit feat. Jess Glynne

“Let it Go” 
 by Idina Menzel (Frozen)

“Problem” 
 by Ariana Grande

“Fact Man” 

 by Shane Bullen  

“Fancy” 
 by Iggy Azalea 

“Bound 2” 
 by Kanye West 

“I Was Here” 

 by Beyonce
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Top 10 SongS of  

                           Summer 2014

Missing thos
e summer time jams that were  

constantly playing
 over the l

oud speake
r?  

Check out 
our top 10 list

 of summer songs  

you just ca
n’t live without…
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Thank you, 
Waterfront, for 
creating so many 
opportunities for us 
to try new things 
for the first time!

Thank you, Donald Day,  
for letting us dance and  
sing the rain! 

Thank you, Instan
t Wows,  

for making a trip
 to 

Stewarts look like
 your bunk 

just won the lott
ery. 

Thank you, new Olympic 
size soccer field, for 
hosting world cup finals,  
5k finishes, and inter 
camp games. 

Thank you, Campers of 2014, for your endless love and devotion to each other and to Walden. Your passion and energy are contagious and you are what Walden is all about! 

Wa lde n T h a n k Yo u N ote s  
fo r  S u m m e r 2014

Thank you, Tribals and Color 

War, for creating sp
irit, fun 

and friendly compe
tition!
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Thank you, flag pole, for bringing 

us together every morning and 
letting us sing “Who’s gonna raise 
the flag, who’s gonna raise the 
flag, who who...who who??”

Thank you, Apple Fridge, for always being there when we needed an extra snack.

Thank you, new shiny
 bleachers, for hos

ting  

fun and exciting ev
ening programs!

8

Thank you, Walden 
Staff of 2014, 
for being the most 
incredible group 
of caregivers and 
mentors we could 
have asked for. 

Thank you, Taco Night, for easily being one of our favorite meals of the summer. 

Thank you, new Ropes Course,  for providing us with exciting obstacles and new challenges.



Jill Kugler, J
ordan 

Routtenberg, an
d 

Emily Mashaal: 

Question: 
What is your favorite 

waterfront activity? 

Answer: Boating, tubing, and  

the iceberg.

Teen girls:
Question: What are you most excited about 
for next summer?

Answer: Being back with all my best friends. 
Going on Teen Trips. Panic. Color run!

Jillian Blatt and Emma Levine:Question: What would you name the new office? Answer: The Walden Empire or the Statue of Walden.

Sophomore Boys: 
Question: What are some of 
your favorite camp meals?  
Answer: Grilled cheese, hot 
dogs and hamburgers, grilled 
chicken breast, and tacos.

Junior girls: 
Question: When do you think 

Sinners 2015 will break?  

Answer: End of a play or during a 

play... and maybe during a lip sync.

Stephen Lighter & 
Daniel Benaroche  

Hailey Krychman, 
Jordyn Etcovich, 
and Chloe Miller:

Question: What are you most 

looking forward to during your 

first summer at camp?  

Answer: The rock wall and  

go carts!

Owen Kugler & 
  Sean Diamond 

Montreal Reunion  

Questions/Answers 
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Teen boys: 
Question: If you could add any new drink item to our new canteen, what would it be?Answer: Nestea and Gatorade.

Sarah Goldin, Jessi Spector, 
   & Alexa Kastner:Question: If you could add any new food  

item to our new canteen, what would it be? 
Answer: Soft serve ice cream, slushies, or  
fresh baked cookies and brownies.

Morgan Tessler, Michelle  

Shiveck, & Michelle Ehrlich: 

Question: What’s your favorite special event? 

Answer: Tribals and Color War!

Lauren Heller & Alyssa Kastner:  Question: What are you most looking forward  to about being a CIT? Answer: We’re excited to be back in general, but we’re also excited about getting to know and spend 
time with all of the groups on camp!

Michaela Wexelman  & Lauren Gurberg:Question: What’s your favorite activity at camp?   
Answer: Kneeboarding and  Art and Hobby.

Kayla Payne &      Allix Caron:  Question: Which bunk has been your favorite to live in so far?Answer: 7A, because it’s big, it’s really close to A-Campus,  and it has an awesome view! 

Greg Walfish &  
  Cooper Young

Jacob Silver &    

   Jacob Lisbo
na: 

Question: What are you most 

looking forward to during your 

first summer at camp? 

Answer: Lots of hockey!
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and BestWishes for the

NewYear!
Sending Lots of LoveFrom theWaldenOffice!

HappyHolidaysWishingYou &YourFamily
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