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TO OUR WALDEN FAMILY, it is hard to believe camp is less than 

100 days away. Who’s counting? We absolutely are!!! The phones 

are ringing, staff and camper forms are arriving, and we are busy 

working through every detail so that Summer 2018 is the best one yet. 

To us, the big picture is important but it’s the small details in taking care 

of every camper and staff member arriving that is most important.  

Just a few weeks ago, in preparation for the upcoming summer some of our Leadership and 

Senior staff members attended the American Camp Association Tri-State Camp Conference in 

Atlantic City. This Conference is the largest gathering of camp professionals in the world, and 

provides an incredible opportunity to attend sessions on various topics, listen to some inspiring 

keynote speakers, meet with vendors, and network with our peers.  In between sessions our 

Walden group talked with passion about what we learned and how we could bring it back to camp. 

We discussed how we could improve on our current programs and activity areas but we also spent a lot of time talking about 

the small moments and details. How do we take care of the individual needs of each campers and each staff member? What are 

the little things we can do to make sure Camp Walden is a kind place with a high level of care where people feel safe, valued and 

included? Once again we realize the big picture is important but it’s the small details and moments that make the difference.  

There was something pretty incredible about ending our week of learning and planning at the March Gathering. We saw so many 

incredible small moments.  We loved watching our returning campers and families welcome new Walden campers and go out of 

their way to make them feel safe and comfortable. We loved how our CITS and Staff individually connected and took care of each 

and every camper on their lanes. The day was truly fantastic and left everyone feeling excited for the summer ahead.  

We are planning, we are excited, and we are counting down each and everyday to Summer 2018. We are committed to making sure 

every detail is in place and that everyone is happy and well taken care of in their summer home. If there is anything you need or 

any detail you think will help us to make the summer even better, please don’t hesitate to contact us.

We are about to embark on an incredible journey together.  

GET READY- WE CAN’T WAIT! 

With love from Mark, Jules, Michael and me, 

 

The Bernsteins Are Counting Down
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While everyone is at school and in their various 

commitments during the year, our incredible 

maintenance team has been hard at work updating 

the inside of the Rec Hall. Our Rec Hall will be 

equipped with brand new house and theater lighting, 

a new stage, and a new sound system to make 

evening activities and performances better than ever 

before! While the Rec Hall will look truly spectacular, 

it will only come to life when we are all together on 

the first night of the summer. 

We are excited to share that the Sederoff 

Gazebo, in honor of Lorne and Ashley’s 

20th summer at Walden, has found a 

beautiful home on A-Campus!

it’s time for...

an announcement!
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You will often hear many of our campers and staff say they live “10 for 2”. That is, they wait 10 months a year for the 2 

months they get to spend at Walden with their camp friends. Since 1980, when the bunks were yellow and the camp was 

flat (ok, I am kidding on that one), my “2” have also been spent at this most amazing place. As a child, from Freshman to 

CIT, I used to count down the days until I was able to return to my favorite place with my favorite people. For the last 

22 years, my “10” have also been spent in the Walden world, hiring the most amazing staff out there! In those 2+ decades 

I have interviewed thousands of staff applicants from around the globe. This summer we will undoubtedly have the most 

qualified and caring people in camping! From our bunk staff to activity specialists, to support staff to health care staff 

to leadership staff – we have a team of people who are passionate about caring for children and who are fun, talented, 

and skilled as well. The 2 prerequisites for working at Walden are that every staff member must deeply love children and 

everyone must be a good role model. We have 240 of those people this summer! While we have so many amazing people 

with diverse backgrounds in camping and childcare, WE’D LIKE TO DO A ROLL CALL OF JUST A FEW FOR YOU...

My name is Drew (Check!)I’m from Calgary, Alberta, Canada (Check!)
I’m pursuing an Education degree focusing on high school sciences (Check!)

And I will be your lacrosse coach this summer! (Check him out!)

My name is Destiny (Check!)

I’m from Mayfield, Kentucky (Check!)

I’m graduating from Murray State 

University in May, where I play soccer 

(Check!)

And I will be your soccer coach this 

summer! (Check her out!)

My name is Jordan (Check!)

I’m from Halifax, Nova Scotia, 

Canada (Check!)

I’m attending St. Mary’s University 

where I ref basketball (Check!)

And I will be your basketball coach 

this summer (Check him out!)

My name is Meggie (Check!)

I’m from Perth, Australia (Check!)

I’m a Health and PE Teacher (Check!)

And I will be your hiking coach this summer 

(Check her out!)

Roll call, cha boogie, cha cha cha boogie!

Drew Fougere Destiny White

Jordan McMullin
Meggie McKeague

CONGRATULATIONS to our very 
own Chef Who Rocks on receiving the 
Teachers Who Rock award for all the 

incredible work he does in the classroom 
and beyond during the year. We are 
so proud and cannot think of a more 
deserving person than CHEF MIKE!!

WALDEN ALUM JULIE 
ZWILLICH’S NEW BOOK IS 

OUT...Not ‘Til Tomorrow, Phoebe. 
It’s her second book in the  

Phoebe series and is available 
at your local bookseller or on 

Amazon. Congrats Julie!

SHOUT OUTS!

Roll CallRobyn s‘
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“Every memory of Walden has 

played such a big part of my 

life, I just need to come back...

plus those 5 year jackets look 

pretty sweet!”

timmy mac

“I am most excited for color 

war! Color war was my 

favorite part of camp as a 

camper and I can’t wait to go 

back and experience it again!”

molly shacter

“Once you have experienced 

the Walden magic, you will 

have it in your heart for the 

rest of your life.”

agi seprenyi

“I am really excited to re-

join the Walden family and 

experience all those incredible 

camp vibes. Looking forward 

to a summer of laughs, smiles, 

and memories.”

breeze

“I am so excited to return to 

my summer home with my 

favorite people. I look forward 

to the new role and new 
memories!”

jaime sellors

“Camp Walden has been my 

second home my entire life. I 

am excited to reconnect with 

old friends, while making so 

many new ones.”

andrew miller
“I’m coming back to camp because 

it’s where I had so many firsts, 
made friends, and grew into who I 
am today and I’m not ready to stop 

being a kid just yet.”

brandon miller

“I’m coming back to camp 

because it’s my summer home, 

and I missed it so much last 

year. I can’t wait to be an 

Assistant Group Leader!”

amanda madenberg
“When I last left, I knew I wasn’t done with Walden, I was just waiting for my next opportunity to make it happen and 2018 is that year! Feeling lucky to have another opportunity to spend my summer on Trout Lake Rd.”

lara cauwels

“I can’t wait to be staff with my brother and see all the old and new campers.”

lauren heller

“I am super excited to see all of the returning campers and staff members from previous summers. I am also excited to be in the office this summer, but will be missing the view from the top of the hill. I have decided to come back to Walden because I missed everything the summer has to offer.”

gabby raad

“I chose to come back to Walden 

because of the great community 

and the endless fun that a summer 

at Walden brings!”

brian cooper

“I am incredibly excited to be back because I get to meet tons of new campers and staff who are all going to help make this the best summer yet.”

derek malcore

“I’m most excited about feeling that camp spirit again and getting extremely loud on sports days.”

jack vanderheyden

After some time away from camp, we are excited to welcome back an outstanding crew of 

returning staff members! We asked each of them what led them back to Walden for Summer 2018:

All roads lead back to WaldenAll roads lead back to Walden
Welcome Home!Welcome Home!
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Who wore it BESt?
Walden asked 100 people in New York City’s Times Square, who wore it better
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Walden’s

RED
Carpet

Chloe

25%

lz
25%

Michal
25%

“I rock my Walden 

shirt while 

sightseeing by the 

coast in Spain!”-

Chloe

“My Walden shirt comes in handy for those long nights studying in the 
library”-lz

“I bring my Walden shirt to the beach in the Dominican Republic for those sunny windy days”- Zack

“I pair my Walden 

shirt with some 

joggers and my bean 

boots for those rainy 

spring days”- Michal

Don’t forget to get your 

Walden gear before may 1st!  

everythingcamper.com/category_s/344.htm6

Zack

25%

http://everythingcamper.com/category_s/344.htm


ARE YOU READY!?

Waterfront

Adventure

We can’t wait for this summer to begin! We are 

incredibly excited to get the waterfront all set up 

again, and ready for everyone to dive right in. The 

inflatables will be filled with laughter, the floats 

will be relaxing, and the sails will be billowing. 

The island fire will be cooking, and the s’mores 

will be ready to toast. The tubes will be skipping, 

the ski boats will be raring and the staff will be 

ready and eager. Looking forward to seeing you 

all very soon.- Susan, Lucie, Rory and the most 

incredible Waterfront Team!

With summer fast approaching we can’t wait 

to head back to adventureland. Campers and 

staff can climb the wall and feel the adrenaline 

rush as they zip line down or take a ride on our 

giant swing. Back on the ground a different kind 

of challenge awaits at Low Ropes-get ready to 

problem solve and work as a team with your 

best friends. At Walden one thing is for sure-We 

love ropes!! Adventureland is also famous for 

mountain boarding, go-karting, and mountain 

biking. Is there any better way to spend your 

day? -Lucy and the Adventure Team!
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Athletics

Arts

The snow has cleared, the ice has melted, the fields and the 

courts are waiting...are you ready? Whether you’re looking 

to train like a pro at crossfit, land that back handspring 

at gymnastics, hit that hard spike in volleyball, win more 

draws at lacrosse or catch that high fly ball at baseball 

and softball, our brilliant coaches are ready for you. If 

you want to top the tables at the tennis tournament, lift 

the NBA trophy, have your name written on the Stanley 

Cup, throw the perfect spiral for the winning touchdown 

at the Super Bowl or score the winning goal at the World 

Cup, the upper fields and courts are going to be the place 

for you. We are ready for the best summer ever, we just 

need YOU to make it happen...are you ready? -Donald & 

Soccer Mike!

Calling all cooks, singers, dancers, artists,  
actors and actresses!!!
Who wants to participate in endless Art & Hobby Fun?

Clay, wood or creative projects by the ton!

Act silly in Drama Workshop, the fun never ends.

Dance  or Zumba the day away with your best friends.

Cooking is amazing, learn recipes with ease.

When you see the photographers, make sure to say 
cheese!

Want to be in a musical, come on, give it a try.

We want to see you shine, so don’t be shy!

We are ready for an awesome summer in the sun  
and we can’t wait to cast you in our fun

-Jodi, Jill, Cricket and the Arts Team!
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I am very excited to come to  
Camp Walden. 
It has all the activities I love. My children are looking 

forward to it too! We love lakes, hikes, games, 

hanging with friends and having fun.

Dr. Sarah 

Our Health Center team is made up of the most caring, nurturing, Nurses and Doctors who can’t wait to take care of you this summer! Get to know some of our amazing health professionals as they share with us why they are so excited for the 
summer ahead.

Let’s Give the 
Health Center  

a Round of 
Applause!

Looking forward to returning to 
Walden for my 3rd year. 
Friendships become family and we make  

a great team!

Dr. EmilyMEET 
Dr. Emily

I am so excited to join the Walden 
camp family! 
I never went to camp as a kid. As an adult, 

my visit to Walden with my husband and two 

children, was everything I could have imagined. 

Warm and welcoming, filled with spirit and smiles. 

Dr. Margie
MEET 
Dr. Margie

I am a mom and physician from 
Westchester, NY. 
I love learning about everything to do with 

healthy living and bringing that knowledge 

to all of my patients.  I spend my free time 

blogging about health and self-care, as well as 

having fun being active with my husband and 

two kids! I am SO excited for my first summer 

at beautiful Camp Walden, hopefully getting 

to know the amazing campers and staff, all the while doing my best to help keep everyone 

safe and healthy! Looking forward to a great summer!!

Dr. Annie

MEET 
Dr. Annie

I decided on Walden because the history and 
leadership are so strong and positive! 
Everyone seems to be constantly smiling and enjoying 

themselves, campers and staff alike. I am looking forward to 

becoming a part of this awesome team!

Nurse Dianna, RN

MEET 
Nurse Dianna
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I am returning to Walden for the meatloaf! 

Only kidding (although it is delicious...), I can’t wait to see 

the kids flying around making memories, keeping everyone 

healthy, smiles and laughter and camp songs!!! Yay!! 

Nurse Megan, RN

MEET 
Nurse Megan

MEET 
Dr. Sarah



I’m excited to spend my third 
summer at Walden in the hustle  
and bustle of the Health Center! 

I work with a phenomenal health care team 

who go above and beyond for every camper 

and staff! I’m looking forward to seeing how 

the campers have grown this year and follow 

their adventures and activities through  

the summer!

Carla, Health Center 
Administrator

Health Center (continued)...
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I have an interest in working in 
the public health field, and Camp 
Walden, with it’s welcoming and friendly 
staff, seemed like the perfect place to start!

Ashley, Health Center 
Admin Assistant

MEET 
Ashley, HCAA

I am returning to Camp Walden for my 9th summer because Walden is my 
summer home. 
At Walden, I watch the campers grow, learn and 
love… and I get to be there to keep them healthy so 
they can experience the best Walden has to offer.

Nurse Catie, RN

MEET 
Nurse Catie

I am coming to work at Camp 
Walden for my 3 children and I to 
experience new adventures and friendship 
in the beautiful mountains! I am so excited 
to meet all the children and make new 
friends!!

Nurse Jenny, RN MEET 
Nurse Jenny

MEET 
Carla, HCA

Summertime has always been the best 
season of my life...
I am able to let the sun kiss my face, enjoy childlike 

freedom, I become another year wiser, and now, I 

get to return to a place that has embraced my little 

family. I am excited to return to Walden essentially 

because I will be returning home. I cannot wait to see 

my “extended family” again, discuss our fall/winter/

spring journeys and marvel at how we have all 

grown. I am ready for fireworks, tie-dye, friendship 

bracelets, hugs that feel like the smoothest balm and 

laughter that sounds like the sweetest music!

Nurse Kenya, RN

MEET 
Nurse Kenya

We are looking forward to another great  
summer at Walden! 
As a 3rd year mom of a senior camper this year, I have 

learned a lot over the years, and I’m committed to doing 

everything I can to take the very best care of your children.  

We love the children like they are ours and do everything we 

can to help them feel empowered to have their best summer! 

Love, peace and see you all soon!

Nurse DawnMarie, RN

MEET 
Nurse DawnMarie



It was great to see so many of you at the NY Gathering in March!  

The countdown is on until we are all together at Walden this summer!
Spring Gathering
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Spring Gathering
FUN WITH FRIENDS
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YES  
WE DO!

ASAP: Book your hotel room for Visiting Day

 May 1st: Register for Camp Trucking

 May 1st: All Camper forms are due

 May 1st:  All required Walden gear should be 

ordered from Everything Camper

 May 1st:  US families- Camp Meds  
registration due

 June 1st:  Register for your phone calls  
and emails

Important
Reminders!
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