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There is something so timeless and so unique about 

camp friendships. In 1983, I was a CIT at “my camp” 

– Camp Blue Ridge, in Pennsylvania. Even then it wasn’t 

hard to recognize that there was something so incredibly special about 

the bonds I was creating with my camp friends. I valued my experiences at camp so tremendously; not 

only because I knew that time was precious and I would have to wait another 10 months to experience it all again, but also 

because I knew in those moments that I was living some of the best times of my life. 

While my summers as a camper sadly came to an end, the relationships I had formed were stronger than any amount of time 

that had passed or any amount of miles that separated us. This past October, my closest camp friends and I had a weekend 

reunion at Walden. We sat around a campfire and laughed and reminisced about our days as campers. We savored the 

moments together and agreed that camp friends really are the best friends. We shared how, at camp, we were able to 

be our truest selves – silly, serious, sappy and deep – and how we could express ourselves differently with people 

who accepted us for who we really are. We talked about how we had learned how 

to value the strengths of each individual and how we pushed ourselves to try new 

things and supported each other in the process.

I left that weekend feeling so incredibly grateful for my camp experience 

and equally as thankful that I get to spend every summer providing the same 

opportunities to my Walden family. Just as camp gave me the incredible gift 

of lifelong friendships, I now have the privilege of watching each of you create 

memories and form long-lasting bonds with your camp friends. 

When I asked our CITs what their Walden friendships mean to them, I was so 

incredibly humbled by what they had to say…

“Walden is a place where you grow to be your best self without any outside 

interference. It’s the only place where I know I am accepted for who I am and not 

who other people want me to be.”

“My camp friends are the people that I know I can always laugh with, cry with, and 

the people that I know will have my back through anything and everything.”

“When you are with your camp friends you are loved for who you are and your strongest qualities shine through.”

“Walden makes it easy to form close friendships when you are living in such a friendly, supportive, and inclusive environment.”

“At camp I get a break from technology and all of the social pressures that I feel in my school world.”

My hope for you is that you decide to live in the moment and cherish the memories that are being made at Walden each 

and every summer. I hope that someday, you too, will be sitting around a campfire with your Walden friends, laughing and 

reminiscing and enjoying the bonds of friendships that are stronger than any amount of time that will pass or any amount of 

miles that will separate you. 

WISHING YOU, YOUR FAMILY, AND YOUR FRIENDS A VERY HAPPY AND HEALTHY NEW YEAR.

       With love from my family to yours,
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2015

Dancing with the Staff was a highlight 
of the summer! #champions #swing

When we have tournament days, you 

never know who’s going to come out 

on top! #worldcup #teamUSA

Whoa, what a #lodge!

At Walden, your friends are your 

family! #lifelongfriends #10for2
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2015 cont...

Pretty hard to beat this view! 

#fireworks 

On Big and Little Day, it’s all about 
#sisterhood and #community

All you need is some sunshine and 

a good friend to play in the sand! 
#waterfront #summerdays

Our staff will do almost anything for 
their campers! #whowon #eyeontheprize

At Walden, it’s always your moment to shine! #colorwar #SING
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Flashback

Mark Bernstein Sara Harman

Lucie Strakova

Jodi Colasurdo

Darren Osborn

Donald Eggleston

Ashley Sederoff

Anna Ralph

Lorne Sederoff

Robyn SpectorMatt Lynch

Ange Sullivan

Lara Cauwels

Andrew Smith

Chloe Conrad

Jon Veitengruber

Erin Salem

Staff Then and Now
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Guess Who is Who!

A: Lara Cauwels
B: Lorne Sederoff
C: Lucie Strakova
D: Jon Veitengruber
E: Sara Harman

F: Mark Bernstein
G: Donald Eggleston
H: Robyn Spector
I: Andrew Smith
J: Anna Ralph

K: Ashley Sederoff
L: Matt Lynch
M: Ange Sullivan
N: Chloe Conrad
O: Jodi Colasurdo

P: Erin Salem
Q: Darren Osborn
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We had a blast at our 

Montreal Reunion!!!

Can’t w
ait to s

ee you 
again s

oon!
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You’re u
nimpress

ed by 

superhe
ro movi

es that 
don’t 

include 
your thr

ee favori
tes: 

Menu Man, Weather 
Man, 

and Sna
ck Man

You hear your lip sync song 

from Summer 2015 on the 

radio and are the only one 
busting out your moves

You hear
 a whistle 

blow and ar
e the  

only on
e reach

ing 

for you
r buddy!

Your main concerns are 

no longer “Sunscreen…
WATER!”

You’re watching “The Voice” and, after a stellar performance by one of your favorite contestants, you’re the only one on your feet yelling “OOOOHHHHHHHH!!!!

An outfit that con
sists 

of pajama
s, a tutu, 

silly 

socks, and
 a bucket 

hat is 

no longer
 the norm

Your life’s most important announcements are not delivered by a redhead in a helicopter

You have to count 
the days until 
you’re back at 
your summer 

home for 2016!

YOU KNOW YOU’RE NOT ATWALDEN ANYMORE WHEN...
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Paul Goldin (father) 
Staff Member from 

1988–1994

Because of Walden my 

kids and I can share some 

amazing experiences.

Jack Goldin (son): 2012-Present

Because of Walden I have a second home 

Sarah Goldin (daughter) 2011-PresentBecause of Walden I have 
the best of friends that will be in my life forever.

Laura (m
other)

Because of Walden we are part 

of a very very large family

The Tradition Continues The Tradition Continues 
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All former Walden Campers and Staff (and families) are invited 
to come and enjoy camp for the day.

More information on how to RSVP coming soon!
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Our Camp Walden community is saddened by the loss of Dolph 
Schayes, former Walden Director and NBA Hall of Famer. For a 
number of years, Dolph owned Camp Walden and was a pioneer 
for one of the first ever basketball camps in the country. Prior 
to his time at Walden, Dolph made a name for himself on the court by modernizing the game of basketball.  Dolph Schayes played as the forward for the old Syracuse Nationals and led them in 1955 to their only national title. Dolph was the first NBA player to reach 15,000 points and played 16 professional seasons as one of the NBA’s leading scorers. His love for the game drew him to coaching, and he was named NBA’s Coach of 

the Year in 1966. 
Apart from Dolph’s legendary career in basketball, his passion for the sport led him to develop the Dolph Schayes All-Star Basketball Camp. Although Camp Walden functioned as a traditional sleep away camp during the majority of the summer months, Dolph rounded out the summer with an intensive two week youth basketball program. Staffed by a collection of high school basketball coaches and college players, Dolph’s camp combined his enthusiasm for the sport with the spirit of Walden.Dolph is very fondly remembered by the many campers and staff that he mentored throughout his years at camp. We are honored to celebrate the legacy of Dolph Schayes’ outstanding 

career and his dedication to Walden.

Dolph was our partner and friend from 1975 

to 1987 and beyond.  People may not realize 

how gentle, kind and soft spoken Dolph was; 

they only saw him as a basketball player. 

Dolph was a great player playing against 

counselors half his age or more he would get 

a rebound, dribble out and throw a full court 

pass on one bounce for an easy lay-up.  What 

a man!  He will be missed. 

–Sheila and Marty Muster 

former Walden Owners/Directors

Remembering Dolph
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and BestWishes for the

NewYear!
Sending Lots of LoveFrom theWaldenOffice!

HappyHolidaysWishingYou &YourFamily
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